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If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2564 

The Regional Municipality of Durham 
Information Report 

From: Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development 
 Commissioner of Finance 
Report: #2022-INFO-22 
Date: March 18, 2022 

Subject: 

Regulatory and policy proposals (Phase 2) under the Conservation Authorities Act, File: 
L14-45  

Recommendation: 

Receive for information 

Report: 

1. Purpose 

1.1 On January 26, 2022, the province released an Environmental Registry of Ontario 
(ERO) Posting #019-4610 and an associated Consultation Guide proposing new 
regulations and policies under the Conservation Authorities Act (CA Act) related to 
the mandate of Conservation Authorities (CAs) focused on: 

a. municipal levy provisions and CA budget processes; 
b. classes of programs and services that the Minister would approve for CAs to 

charge a fee; and 
c. transparency of CA operations. 

1.2 The deadline for comments was February 25, 2022. Given the short commenting 
period, it was not possible to deliver Council-endorsed comments to the Ministry of 
Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) prior to their deadline. Therefore, 
Regional comments were provided to the MECP by way of a letter from the 
Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development (see Attachment #1). The 
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authority for the Commissioner to comment on behalf of the Region is provided 
under Delegation of Authority By-law 29-2020. 

1.3 The Commissioner’s letter concluded by stating that the comments are those of 
Regional staff; that we will bring the letter to the attention of Regional Council and 
will advise if there are any changes as a result. The comments provided are 
consistent with previous Regional positions on the CA Act. 

2. Background 

2.1 The CA Act was passed in 1946 in response to extensive flooding, erosion, 
deforestation and soil loss resulting from poor land, water and forestry management 
practices. The purpose of the Act is to provide for the organization and delivery of 
programs and services that further the conservation, restoration, development and 
management of natural resources in watersheds in Ontario. The CA Act has been 
updated several times, most recently in 2019 and 2020. 

2.2 The Act sets out “objects” or goals of a CA to deliver prescribed and core mandatory 
programs and services to ensure that CAs are in the best position possible to deliver 
on their mandate. These objects also provide CAs with the authority to deliver non-
mandatory programs and services, either on a municipality’s behalf, or that the CA 
determines are advisable. 

2.3 To implement the most recent changes made to the CA Act, the province released 
regulatory proposals (Phase 1) in May 2021. The Region provided comments on 
this previous phase of regulations, as outlined within Report #2021-INFO-82. The 
current ERO posting, and subject of this report, represents Phase 2. 

3. Previous Reports and Decisions 

3.1 The following Regional staff reports related to conservation authority matters have 
been provided to Regional Council in recent years: 

a. Bill 139, Building Better Communities and Conserving Watersheds Act, 2017, 
and associated supportive documents, Report #2017-INFO-79 

b. Proposed amendments to the Conservation Authorities Act and associated 
regulations, Report #2019-P-27 

c. Durham’s Response to Bill 108, Ontario’s Housing Supply Action Plan, and 
related Regulatory Proposal Changes, Report #2019-A-22 
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d. Bill 229, Protect, Support and Recover from COVID-19 Act (Budget Measures) 
– Changes to the Conservation Authorities Act and Planning Act, Report 
#2020-P-26 

e. Bill 229, Protect, Support and Recover from COVID-19 Act (Budget Measures) 
– Royal Assent, Report #2021-INFO-1

f. Regulatory proposals (Phase 1) under the Conservation Authorities Act, 
Report #2021-INFO-82 

4. Overview of Regulatory Proposals  

Proposed Municipal Levies Regulation 

4.1 Under the CA Act, CAs have the power to charge participating municipalities for 
their operating expenses and capital costs, if not funded by other revenue sources. 
The authority can determine the amount of levy required for expenses/costs and can 
apportion an amount of the total to each participating municipality. This levy is a 
debt due to the CA and may be enforced as such. Current cost apportionment 
methods include: 

a. modified current property value assessment; 
b. authority/municipal agreement; and 
c. apportionment by the authority. 

4.2 Modified current property value assessment combines the relative modified current 
property assessment dollars and the relative percentage of municipal jurisdiction 
within the CAs jurisdiction and creates a percentage of what each municipality is to 
pay of the total levy amount the CA determines for its annual budget. This approach 
must be used when apportioning administration costs and may also be used for 
apportioning maintenance and capital costs of a project, when all participating 
municipalities are to share these costs. 

4.3 Alternatively, maintenance costs can be apportioned by agreement between the CA 
and participating municipalities on what the ‘benefit derived’ is for each participating 
municipality related to the maintenance costs where the modified current property 
assessment value-based method is not considered appropriate. Capital costs may 
also be apportioned by this method. 

4.4 A third method is for the CA to decide for itself. This is the method often used for 
capital projects. The authority decides which participating municipalities should pay 
and how much each should pay based on benefits derived. This ensures that 
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municipal support of project capital costs is proportionate to the benefits they 
receive. 

4.5 Proposed regulations will apply the long practiced municipal levy processes to the 
changed municipal levy context by: 

a. Maintaining consistency with current budget and municipal levy processes 
(i.e., budget, voting, and apportionment methods); and 

b. using and adapting existing voting and apportionment methods and practices 
set out in current regulations or provincial policy. 

4.6 Phase 1 regulations under the CA Act require CAs to group programs and services 
into Category 1, 2 or 3, as outlined within Report #2021-INFO-82. CAs will be able 
to levy for all Category 1 programs and services and only levy for category 2 and 3 
programs and services with a municipal agreement and agreed to cost apportioning 
in place. The CA budget must now clearly show these programs and services 
categories and cost apportionment method for the municipal levy. 

4.7 Current budget processes that the CAs and participating municipalities have 
developed are based on a mix of legislation, regulation, policy and guidance. The 
proposed regulation will update and consolidate current regulation, policy and 
guidance for the budget, where relevant, into the proposed Municipal Levies 
Regulation. 

4.8 CAs would also be required to provide a summary of how they considered 
opportunities for self-generated revenue. A greater reliance on self-generated 
revenue can reduce demands on the overall municipal levy. 

4.9 To enable full transparency, it is also proposed that the CAs would be required to: 

a. publicly post their draft budget to their website; 
b. distribute a copy of the final budget to the Minister and participating 

municipalities; and 
c. make the final budget available to the public through their website or other 

means. 

Proposed Minister’s Regulation for Determining Amounts Owed by Specified 
Municipalities 

4.10 This proposed regulation applies to ‘specified municipalities’. These are 
municipalities that are designated by regulation for a source protection 
authority/area under the Clean Water Act, 2006 or designated under a regulation of 
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the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan, 2008 as a municipality in the Lake Simcoe Region 
Conservation Authority; however, a specified municipality is not a participating 
municipality of a CA under the CA Act. 

4.11 The Region is a “participating” municipality of the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation 
Authority, so this proposed regulation is not applicable. 

Proposal for Minister’s Published List of Classes of Programs and Services for 
Which a Conservation Authority May Charge a Fee 

4.12 CAs can charge fees for services that are approved by the Minister. The Minister 
approved a list of services that is currently in effect and includes section 28 permit 
fees, plan review response to legal, real estate and public inquiries, extension 
services (e.g., technical advice, forest management, implementation of erosion 
control measures), information and education services, and sale of products. CAs 
can also charge admission fees for the use of lands they own or control and to their 
buildings and facilities on that land for recreational purposes. 

4.13 The proposed regulation would ensure that a CA administers fees in a transparent 
and accountable manner such as requiring CAs to adopt and publish a written fee 
policy and fee schedule, and notify the public of changes. The CA would also be 
required to set out the frequency with which the fee policy and schedule will be 
reviewed. Additionally, CAs would be required to reconsider a fee at the request of 
any person who finds the fee contrary to the CAs fee schedule or excessive in 
relation to the program or service for which it was charged. 

Complementary Proposals to Increase Transparency of Authority Operations 

4.14 Complementary regulations are proposed to increase transparency of CA 
operations. These regulations would include: 

a. requiring CAs to include a Governance section on their website that includes 
membership information with contact information, authority bylaws, draft and 
final budgets, agreements between the CA and participating municipalities; 

b. requiring that CAs post notice to their website when changes are made to 
existing agreements with participating municipalities or when new agreements 
are entered into. 
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5. Regional Comments on Regulatory and Policy Proposals (Phase 2) 

5.1 Planning and Economic Development and Finance staff collaborated on the review 
of the Regulatory and Policy Proposals (Phase 2) and offered the following 
comments to the province in the letter dated February 25, 2022 (see Attachment 
#1): 

a. The Consultation Guide provides an “intent” to draft a regulation but does not 
provide detailed wording. It is difficult to provide comprehensive feedback in 
the absence of draft regulatory wording. 

b. The Region previously requested that the province provide appropriate 
transition funding to support implementation of the Phase 1 Regulations. Such 
funding has yet to be committed. 

c. To maintain consistency, the Region is supportive of the direction to continue 
applying long practiced municipal levy processes. It is critical that 
municipalities continue to have the opportunity to provide direct input to the 
CAs on the annual municipal levy and authority budget to ensure alignment 
with overall municipal levy targets, taxpayer affordability and strategic priorities 
of the municipality. 

d. The Consultation Guide indicates that operating expenses for mandatory 
programs and services are proposed to be apportioned against all participating 
municipalities using the modified current property value assessment method. 
Where there may be operating expenses that do not apply to all participating 
municipalities, it is proposed that those operating expenses may be 
apportioned by agreement between the authority and participating 
municipalities, or as decided by the authority, rather than the modified current 
property value assessment method. The Region is supportive of the continued 
flexibility for the authority and participating municipalities to agree to an 
alternative apportionment basis. It is important that this determination be an 
agreement between the authority and the participating municipalities and not 
simply decided by the authority. 

e. A goal of the Region’s Strategic Plan 2020-2024 is to provide exceptional 
value to Durham taxpayers through responsive, effective and fiscally 
sustainable service delivery. To that end, the Region supports the requirement 
for CAs to provide a summary of how they considered opportunities for self-
generated revenue to support the programs and services they provide and 
support a user-pay principle where fees are charged by the CAs.
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f. As part of the Region’s submission to the Phase 1 Regulatory Proposals, it 
was recommended that the province continue to contribute funding to the 
drinking water source protection portfolio. The Region understands the 
assertion, through this phase of consultation, that there are currently no 
anticipated changes to ongoing provincial funding for the source water 
protection program.

g. Under the proposal for a Minister’s published list of classes of programs and 
services for which a CA may charge a fee, a CA would be required to 
reconsider a fee at the request of any person who finds the fee to be excessive 
or contrary to the CA’s fee schedule. The CA can then vary the amount of the 
fee, order that no fee be charged or confirm the original fee. This process may 
contribute to unnecessary administrative burden with little benefit, aside from 
providing an avenue for fee complaints.

h. The Region is supportive of efforts to increase transparency through 
complementary proposals related to authority operations, such as 
maintenance of a Governance section on CA websites and notice of new or 
amended agreements with municipalities and annual budgets and other 
financial information. Increasing transparency and accessibility of CA budgets 
and associated financing is critical for municipalities and the public as the 
majority of funding for CAs comes from municipal levies which directly impacts 
taxpayers and the financial context for municipal governments. While these 
requirements may not add significant administrative costs, they still have an 
impact. The Region recognizes that staffing capacity remains an issue from 
the perspective of our CA partners and encourages the province to provide 
appropriate long-term funding to facilitate these regulatory changes.

6. Conclusion 

6.1 This phase of regulatory and policy proposals under the CA Act largely represents 
what is currently occurring and already set out in existing regulation and policy, with 
the introduction of increased transparency measures. 

6.2 Over the next two years, Regional staff will work closely with the CAs to implement 
requirements from associated Phase 1 Regulations, including the review of 
inventories of CA programs and services and establishment of agreements for 
Category 2 and 3 programs and services. Progress will be reported to Regional 
Council through future reports. 
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6.3 A copy of this report will be forwarded to the area municipalities and conservation 
authorities for their information. 

7. Attachments

Attachment #1: Letter dated February 25, 2022 to the Ministry of Environment,
Conservation and Parks, Regulatory and Policy Proposals 
(Phase 2) under the Conservation Authorities Act. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Original signed by 

Brian Bridgeman, MCIP, RPP 
Commissioner of Planning and Economic 
Development 

Original signed by 
________________________________
Nancy Taylor, BBA, CPA, CA
Commissioner of Finance 
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If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact Planning Reception at 1-800-372-
1102 ext. 2551. 

 

Sent via Email 

The Regional Municipality of 
Durham 

Planning and Economic 
Development Department 

Planning Division 

605 Rossland Road East 
Level 4 
PO Box 623 
Whitby, ON L1N 6A3 
Canada 

905-668-7711 
1-800-372-1102 
Fax: 905-666-6208 
Email: planning@durham.ca 

durham.ca 

Brian Bridgeman, MCIP, RPP 
Commissioner of Planning and 
Economic Development 

 

February 25, 2022 

Maria Vavro  
Conservation and Source Protection Branch 
40 St. Clair Avenue West 
14th Floor 
Toronto, ON 
M4V 1M2 

Dear Ms. Vavro: 

RE: Region of Durham Response to ERO Posting #019-4610:  
Regulatory and policy proposals (Phase 2) under the 
Conservation Authorities Act 

On January 26, 2022, the province released Environmental 
Registry of Ontario (ERO) Posting #019-4610 proposing Phase 2 
regulations and policy under the Conservation Authorities Act 
(CA Act) focused on: 

• municipal levy provisions; 
• CA budget processes; 
• classes of programs and services that the Minister would 

approve for CAs to charge fees; and 
• transparency of CA operations.  

 
Regional staff have been very involved in past consultations and 
provided comments on previous Phase 1 Regulatory Proposals. 
Regional staff also participated in a webinar on February 8, 2022, 
hosted by the province. 

Background 

There are five CAs within Durham Region, including: 

• Toronto and Region (TRCA) 
• Central Lake Ontario (CLOCA) 
• Ganaraska Region (GRCA) 
• Kawartha Region (KRCA) 
• Lake Simcoe and Region (LSRCA) 
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The Region has close working relationship with each of the CAs within Durham. In 
1996, the province delegated the Provincial Plan Review function to Durham through 
a Memorandum of Understanding. To carry out these responsibilities, the Region 
entered a Partnership Memorandum with its five CAs to coordinate the discharge of 
their responsibilities with respect to natural heritage and hazard land protection 
through the land use planning process. The Partnership Memorandum has been 
updated and renewed twice since 1996. 

CAs also play a key role in the implementation of source protection planning in 
partnership with municipalities that supply water to reduce risks to drinking water. 
These roles were established in the Clean Water Act, 2006. All five CAs in Durham 
are very engaged in their roles as a Source Protection Authority.  

Regional Staff Comments on Phase 2 Regulatory and Policy Proposals 

It is our understanding that these new regulatory and policy proposals largely reflect 
what is currently occurring and set out in existing regulation/policy. The following 
outlines the Region’s comments regarding the Phase 2 Regulatory and Policy 
Proposals. 

1. The Regulatory and Policy Proposal Consultation Guide provides an “intent” 
to draft a regulation but does not provide detailed wording. It is difficult to 
provide comprehensive feedback in the absence of draft regulatory wording.  

  
2. The Region previously requested that the province provide appropriate 

transition funding to support implementation of the Phase 1 Regulations. 
Such funding has yet to be committed.  

 
3. To maintain consistency, the Region is supportive of the direction to continue 

applying long practiced municipal levy processes. It is critical that 
municipalities continue to have the opportunity to provide direct input to the 
CAs on the annual municipal levy and authority budget to ensure alignment 
with overall municipal levy targets, taxpayer affordability and strategic 
priorities of the municipality. 

 
4. The Regulatory and Policy Proposal Consultation Guide indicates that 

operating expenses for mandatory programs and services are proposed to be 
apportioned against all participating municipalities using the modified current 
property value assessment method. Where there may be operating expenses 
that do not apply to all participating municipalities, it is proposed that those 
operating expenses may be apportioned by agreement between the authority 
and participating municipalities, or as decided by the authority, rather than the 
modified current property value assessment method. The Region is 
supportive of the continued flexibility for the authority and participating 
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municipalities to agree to an alternative apportionment basis. It is important 
that this determination be an agreement between the authority and the 
participating municipalities and not simply decided by the authority. 

 
5. A goal of the Region’s Strategic Plan 2020-2024 is to provide exceptional 

value to Durham taxpayers through responsive, effective and fiscally 
sustainable service delivery. To that end, the Region supports the 
requirement for CAs to provide a summary of how they considered 
opportunities for self-generated revenue to support the programs and 
services they provide and support a user-pay principle where fees are 
charged by the CAs. 

 
6. As part of the Region’s submission to the Phase 1 Regulatory Proposals, it 

was recommended that the province continue to contribute funding to the 
drinking water source protection portfolio. The Region appreciates the 
assertion, through this phase of consultation, that there are currently no 
anticipated changes to ongoing provincial funding for the source water 
protection program. 

 
7. Under the Proposal for a Minister’s published list of classes of programs and 

services for which a CA may charge a fee, a CA would be required to 
reconsider a fee at the request of any person who finds the fee to be 
excessive or contrary to the CA’s fee schedule. The CA can then vary the 
amount of the fee, order that no fee be charged or confirm the original fee. 
This process may contribute to unnecessary administrative burden with little 
benefit, aside from providing an avenue for fee complaints. 

 
8. The Region is supportive of efforts to increase transparency through 

complementary proposals related to authority operations, such as 
maintenance of a Governance section on CA websites and notice of new or 
amended agreements with municipalities and annual budgets and other 
financial information. Increasing transparency and accessibility of CA budgets 
and associated financing is critical for municipalities and the public as the 
majority of funding for CAs comes from municipal levies which directly 
impacts taxpayers and the financial context for municipal governments. While 
these requirements may not add significant administrative costs, they still 
have an impact. The Region recognizes that staffing capacity remains an 
issue for our CA partners and encourages the province to provide appropriate 
long-term funding to facilitate these regulatory changes.     

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input to the Phase 2 Regulatory and Policy 
Proposals under the CA Act. Given the short commenting period, they comments 
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are those of Regional staff. We will bring this letter to the attention of Regional 
Council, and you will be advised of any changes.  

Sincerely,  

 

 

for 

Brian Bridgeman, MCIP, RPP 

Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development 
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Board of Directors 

Meeting No. BOD-03-22 

Friday, March 25, 2022 

9:00 a.m. 

Agenda 

Meeting Location: 

To be held virtually by Zoom 
Minutes and agendas are available at www.LSRCA.on.ca 

Upcoming Events 

Board of Directors’ Meeting 

Friday, April 22nd at 9:00 a.m. 

To be held virtually by Zoom 

Lake Simcoe Conservation Foundation 33rd Annual Dinner  

Wednesday, June 22nd at 6:00 p.m. 

The Manor at Carrying Place Golf and Country Club 

Annual Conservation Awards 

Tuesday, October 11th @ 6:00 p.m. 

Newmarket Old Town Hall 

A full listing of events can be found at www.LSRCA.on.ca  
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Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority 

Board of Directors’ Meeting BOD-03-22 

March 25, 2022 

Page 2 of 5 

 

 Acknowledgement of Indigenous Territory 

 Declarations of Pecuniary Interest and Conflicts of Interest 

 Approval of Agenda  

Pages 1 - 5 

Recommended: That the content of the Agenda for the March 25, 2022 meeting 

of the Board of Directors be approved as presented. 

 Adoption of Minutes 

a) Board of Directors 

Pages 6 - 12 

Included in the agenda is a copy of the minutes of the Board of Directors’ Meeting, No. BOD-02-

22, held on Friday, February 25, 2022. 

Recommended: That the minutes of the Board of Directors’ Meeting, No. BOD-

02-22, held on Friday, February 25, 2022 be approved as circulated. 

 Announcements 

 Presentations 

a) Fourth Quarter 2021 Unaudited Financial Report 

Pages 13 - 26 

General Manager, Corporate and Financial Services/CFO Mark Critch, will provide an overview 

of the Authority’s Fourth Quarter 2021 Unaudited Financial Report. This presentation will be 

provided at the meeting and will be available on our website following the meeting. 

Recommended: That the presentation by General Manager, Corporate and 

Financial Services/CFO Mark Critch regarding the Authority’s Fourth Quarter 

2021 Unaudited Financial Report be received for information. 

Included in the agenda is Staff Report No. 09-22-BOD regarding the Authority’s Fourth Quarter 

Unaudited Financial Report. 

Recommended: That Staff Report No. 09-22-BOD regarding the Authority’s 

Fourth Quarter Unaudited Financial Report be received for information. 
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Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority 

Board of Directors’ Meeting BOD-03-22 

March 25, 2022 

Page 3 of 5 

 

 Hearings 

There are no Hearings scheduled for this meeting. 

 Deputations 

There are no Deputations scheduled for this meeting. 

 Determination of Items Requiring Separate Discussion 

(Reference Pages 4 and 5 of the agenda) 

 Adoption of Items Not Requiring Separate Discussion 

 Consideration of Items Requiring Separate Discussion 

 Closed Session 

The Board will move to Closed Session to deal with confidential legal, land and human 

resources matters. 

Recommended: That the Board move to Closed Session to deal with confidential 

legal, land and human resources matters; and 

Further that the Chief Administrative Officer, members of the Executive 

Leadership Team, the Director, Regulations, and the Chief of Staff remain in the 

meeting for the discussion on Item a); and  

Further that the Chief Administrative Officer, members of the Executive 

Leadership Team and the Chief of Staff remain in the meeting for the discussion 

on Item b); and  

Further that the Chief Administrative Officer remain in the meeting for the 

discussion on Item c). 

The Board will rise from Closed Session and report findings. 

Recommended: That the Board rise from Closed Session and report findings. 

a) Confidential Legal Matter 

Confidential Staff Report No. 13-22-BOD will be sent to Board members prior to the meeting. 

Recommended: That Confidential Staff Report No. 13-22-BOD regarding a 

confidential legal matter be approved. 

  

016



Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority 

Board of Directors’ Meeting BOD-03-22 

March 25, 2022 

Page 4 of 5 

 

b) Confidential Land Matter 

An update regarding a Confidential land matter will be provided at the meeting. 

Recommended: That the update regarding a Confidential land matter be 

received for information.  

c) Confidential Human Resources Matter 

Confidential Staff Report No. 14-22-BOD will be sent to Board members prior to the 

meeting. 

Recommended: That Confidential Staff Report No. 14-22-BOD regarding a 

confidential human resources matter be received for information. 

 Other Business 

Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Board of Directors will be held on Friday, April 22, 2022. This 

meeting will follow the Lakes Simcoe and Couchiching/Black River Source Protection 

Authority meeting taking place at 9:00 a.m. These meetings will be held via Zoom, 

access details to be provided prior to the meeting. 

 Adjournment 

Agenda Items 

1. Correspondence 

Page 27 - 40 

a) The Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury’s March 4, 2022 letter to the Federal 

Minister of Finance regarding Federal Support for Lake Simcoe Clean Up Fund; 

b) The Town of East Gwillimbury’s March 17, 2022 letter to the Federal Minister of 

Finance regarding Federal Support for Lake Simcoe Clean Up Fund; and 

c) The City of Orillia’s March 17, 2022 letter to the Provincial Minister of 

Intergovernmental Affairs, Infrastructure and Communities and to the Provincial 

Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks, along with its attachment, 

regarding the Holland Marsh Phosphorus Recycling Facility. 

Recommended: That Correspondence Items a) to c) be received for information. 
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Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority 

Board of Directors’ Meeting BOD-03-22 

March 25, 2022 

Page 5 of 5 

 

2. BDO Canada LLP – Audit Planning Report for the 2021 Annual Audit  

Pages 41 - 75 

Recommended: That 10-22-BOD regarding BDO Canada LLP – Audit Planning 

Report for the 2021 Annual Audit be received for information. 

3. Communications and Engagement Strategy Overview 

Pages 76 - 81 

Recommended: That Staff Report No. 11-22-BOD regarding an overview of the 

Corporate Communications Strategy be received for information. 

4. Donation Request – Offsetting Revenue  

Pages 82 - 87 

Recommended: That Staff Report No. 12-22-BOD regarding the Ukrainian 

National Federation of Canada’s donation request letter of February 26, 2022 be 

received; and  

Further that staff’s recommendation to not support the request for donation of 

ecological offsetting funds to the Canada Ukraine Foundation’s Humanitarian 

Appeal be approved on the basis that the Authority’s Ecological Offsetting Policy 

provides clear and transparent direction with respect to the use of funds 

collected under this policy. 
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March 17, 2022 
 
 
 
 
The Honourable Dominic LeBlanc 
Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Infrastructure and Communities  
80 Kent Street Suite 1100  
Ottawa, ON  K1P 0B6 
 
The Honourable David Piccini 
Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks 
College Park 5th Floor, 777 Bay Street 
Toronto, ON  M7A 2J3 
 
Sent via email to:  dominic.Leblanc@parl.gc.ca and minister.mecp@ontario.ca 
 
Dear Minister LeBlanc and Minister Piccini: 
 
Re: Holland Marsh Phosphorus Recycling Facility  
 
At its meeting held on March 7, 2022, Orillia City Council adopted the following resolution: 
 

 “THAT the Council of the Corporation of the City of Orillia supports the 
resolution dated November 16, 2021 from the Town of East Gwillimbury 
regarding the Holland Marsh Polder Phosphorus Recycling Facility;  
 
AND THAT copies of a letter of support and the Town of East Gwillimbury's 
resolution be forwarded to the federal Minister of Infrastructure and 
Communities; the provincial Minister of the Environment, Conservation and 
Parks; Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority including all Members 
of Provincial Parliament, Members of Parliament and municipalities within 
the Lake Simcoe Watershed.” 
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Town of East Gwillimbury  
19000 Leslie Street, Sharon, Ontario L0G 1V0 I 905-478-4282 I Fax: 905-478-2808 

www.eastgwillimbury.ca 

Legal and Council Support Services  
Tara Lajevardi, Hon.B.A. 

Municipal Clerk/Director of Legislative Services 
905-478-4282 ext. 3821 

tlajevardi@eastgwillimbury.ca 

November 30, 2021 
 
The Honourable Dominic LeBlanc 
Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Infrastructure and Communities 
180 Kent Street 
Suite 1100 
Ottawa, Ontario   
K1P 0B6 

Sent via email to Dominic.Leblanc@parl.gc.ca  
 
The Honourable David Piccini 
Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks 
College Park 5th Floor, 777 Bay St. 
Toronto, ON  
M7A 2J3 

Sent via email to david.piccini@pc.ola.org  
 
Dear Ministers:  
 
For your information and records, at its regular meeting held on November 16, 2021 the 
Council of the Town of East Gwillimbury enacted as follows: 
 

WHEREAS the Holland Marsh Polder Phosphorus Recycling Facility is a proposed $40- 
million capital project by York Region; and 
 
WHEREAS the Facility will reduce phosphorous runoff into the Holland River and Lake 
Simcoe by up to 40% and thereby protect the Lake’s watershed from algae growth, 
resulting in better protection for the region’s aquatic habitats, increased ecosystem 
biodiversity and protection of drinking water sources; and 
  
WHEREAS the federal government has announced funding of up to $16 million for the 
Facility and York Region has identified funding of up to $25 million as part of their 
broader Upper York Sewage Solutions Project; and 
  
WHEREAS further to the June announcement and introduction of the York Region 
Wastewater Act by the Ontario Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, 
which, if passed, would put on hold the Environmental Assessment application for the 
Upper York Sewage Solutions Project. 
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Town of East Gwillimbury  
19000 Leslie Street, Sharon, Ontario L0G 1V0 I 905-478-4282 I Fax: 905-478-2808 

www.eastgwillimbury.ca 

Legal and Council Support Services  
Tara Lajevardi, Hon.B.A. 

Municipal Clerk/Director of Legislative Services 
905-478-4282 ext. 3821 

tlajevardi@eastgwillimbury.ca 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT the Town of East Gwillimbury respectfully request 
York Region, the Government of Canada and the Province of Ontario to work 
collaboratively to move the Holland Marsh Polder Phosphorous Recycling Facility 
forward notwithstanding the "paused" status of the broader Upper York Sewage 
Solutions Project, including undertaking an Environmental Assessment for the 
Phosphorous Reduction Facility commencing in 2021; and 
 
THAT Council direct staff to forward a copy of this resolution to the federal Minister of 
Infrastructure and Communities; the provincial Minister of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks; Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority including all MPPs, 
MPs and municipalities within the Lake Simcoe Watershed. 
 

If you have any further questions, feel free to contact the undersigned.  
 
Yours truly, 
 

 
 
Tara Lajevardi, Hon.B.A. 
Municipal Clerk  
 
cc:   Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority - admin@lsrca.on.ca 
 Caroline Mulroney, MPP, York-Simcoe caroline.mulroneyco@pc.ola.org 

Doug Downey, MPP, Barrie-Springwater-Oro-Medonte doug.downey@pc.ola.org  
  Andrea Khanjin, MPP, Barrie Innisfil andrea.khanjin@pc.ola.org 
 Jill Dunlop, MPP, Simcoe North jill.dunlop@pc.ola.org  

Laurie Scott, MPP, Haliburton-Kawartha Lakes-Brock laurie.scott@pc.ola.org  
Doug Shipley, MP, Barrie-Springwater-Oro-Medonte Doug.Shipley@parl.gc.ca  

 John Brassard, MP, Barrie Innsifil,  john.brassard@parl.gc.ca  
Scot Davidson, MP, York-Simcoe Scot.Davidson@parl.gc.ca 
Adam Chambers, MP, Simcoe North adam.chambers@parl.gc.ca 
Jamie Schmale, MP, Haliburton-Kawartha Lakes-Brock jamie.schmale@parl.gc.ca   
Chippewas of Georgina Island - sylvia.mccue@georginaisland.com  
Chippewas of Rama First Nation - evelynb@ramafirstnation.ca  
Town of Aurora -  clerks@aurora.ca  
City of Barrie -  wendy.cooke@barrie.ca  
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Town of East Gwillimbury  
19000 Leslie Street, Sharon, Ontario L0G 1V0 I 905-478-4282 I Fax: 905-478-2808 

www.eastgwillimbury.ca 

Legal and Council Support Services  
Tara Lajevardi, Hon.B.A. 

Municipal Clerk/Director of Legislative Services 
905-478-4282 ext. 3821 

tlajevardi@eastgwillimbury.ca 

Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury -  info@townofbwg.com  
Township of Brock - Fernando.lamanna@brock.ca  
Regional Municipality of Durham -  clerks@durham.ca  
Town of Georgina - info@georgina.ca   
Town of Innisfil -  clerksoffice@innisfil.ca  
City of Kawartha Lakes -  clerks@kawarthalakes.ca  
Township of King -  clerks@king.ca  
Town of New Tecumseth - clerk@newtecumseth.ca     
Town of Newmarket -  clerks@newmarket.ca  
City of Orillia -  clerks@orillia.ca  
Township of Oro-Medonte -  yaubichon@oro-medonte.ca  
Township of Ramara -  ramara@ramara.ca  
Township of Scugog -  clerks@scugog.ca  
County of Simcoe -  clerks@simcoe.ca  
Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville -  clerks@townofws.ca     
Township of Uxbridge -  info@uxbridge.ca  
Municipality of York -  regional.clerk@york.ca 
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Legislative and Court Services    .   70 Collier Street, P.O. Box 400, Barrie, Ontario L4M 4T5 
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The Honourable Doug Ford, MPP 
Premier of Ontario 
Premier’s Office, 1 Queen’s Park 
Legislative Building, Room 281 
Toronto ON M7A 1A1 
premier@ontario.ca 
 
Dear Premier Ford:  
 
Re:                 REQUEST TO THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO FOR A PLAN OF ACTION 

TO ADDRESS JOINT AND SEVERAL LIABILITY 
 
On behalf of the Council of The Corporation of the City of Barrie, I wish to advise that on March 7, 2022, City 
Council adopted the following resolution regarding a Plan of Action to Address Joint and Several Liability: 
 
22-G-064  REQUEST TO THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO FOR A PLAN OF ACTION TO ADDRESS 

JOINT AND SEVERAL LIABILITY  
 

WHEREAS the cost of municipal insurance in the Province of Ontario has continued to 
increase with especially large increases going into 2022; and 
 
WHEREAS Joint and Several Liability continues to ask property taxpayers to carry the lion’s 
share of a damage award when a municipality is found at minimum fault; and  
 
WHEREAS these increases are unsustainable and unfair and eat at critical municipal 
services; and  
 
WHEREAS the Association of Municipalities of Ontario outlined seven recommendations to 
address insurance issues including:  
 
1.  That the Provincial Government adopt a model of full proportionate liability to replace 

joint and several liability.  
 
2.  Implement enhancements to the existing limitations period including the continued 

applicability of the existing 10-day rule on slip and fall cases given recent judicial 
interpretations and whether a 1-year limitation period may be beneficial.  

 
3.  Implement a cap for economic loss awards.  
 
4.  Increase the catastrophic impairment default benefit limit to $2 million and increase 

the third-party liability coverage to $2 million in government regulated automobile 
insurance plans. 

 

March 17, 2022        File: C00 
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Legislative and Court Services    .   70 Collier Street, P.O. Box 400, Barrie, Ontario L4M 4T5 

P (705) 739-4220 ext. 5500   .   F (705) 739-4206    .   cityclerks@barrie.ca 

 

5.  Assess and implement additional measures which would support lower premiums or 
alternatives to the provision of insurance services by other entities such as non-profit 
insurance reciprocals.  

 
6.  Compel the insurance industry to supply all necessary financial evidence including 

premiums, claims and deductible limit changes which support its own and municipal 
arguments as to the fiscal impact of joint and several liability.  

 
7.  Establish a provincial and municipal working group to consider the above and put 

forward recommendations to the Attorney General.  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council for the Corporation of the City of 
Barrie call on the Province of Ontario to immediately review these recommendations despite 
COVID-19 delays, as insurance premiums will soon be out of reach for many communities 
and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this motion be provided to the Honourable Doug Ford, 
Premier of Ontario, the Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy, Minister of Finance, the Honourable 
Doug Downey, Attorney General of Ontario and MPP for Barrie-Springwater, the Honourable 
Andrea Khanjin, MPP for Barrie-Innisfil, and all Ontario municipalities. 
 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned, wendy.cooke@barrie.ca or 
(705) 739.4220, Ext. 4560. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 
Wendy Cooke 
City Clerk/Director of Legislative and Court Services 
 
WC/bt 
 
Cc: 

• The Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy, Minister of Finance 
• The Honourable Doug Downey, Attorney General and MPP for Barrie-Springwater 
• The Honourable Andrea Khanjin, MPP for Barrie-Innisfil 
• All Ontario municipalities 
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  OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
 
 
 
 
March 23, 2022 
 
The Honourable Chrystia Freeland              VIA EMAIL 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance 
Department of Finance Canada 
House of Commons 
Parliament Buildings 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0G5 
 
The Honourable Minister Steven Guilbeault              
Minister of Environment and Climate Change 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6  
 
 
RE:   Resolution: 2022.03.09-CR-03 

Federal Funding for the Lake Simcoe Restoration Fund 
 
 
Dear Deputy Prime Minister Freeland and Minister Guilbeault, 
 
Please find below the resolution passed on March 9th, 2022, by Town of Innisfil Council.  
 

Whereas Lake Simcoe is one of Ontario’s largest watersheds, home to First Nations 
since time immemorial, and situated in the growing communities of Simcoe County, York 
Region, Durham Region, and the cities of Barrie and Orillia; and 

  
Whereas the watershed faces threats due to eutrophication, largely from phosphorus 
runoff and other contaminants into the lake and its tributaries; and 

  
Whereas the lake is a significant source of drinking water, as well as being integral for 
local recreation, tourism, agriculture and other key economic drivers; and 

  
Whereas, further to the Minister of the Environment and Climate Change’s mandate 
letter dated December 16th, 2021, which directs the Minister to “…establish a Canada 
Water Agency and implement a strengthened Freshwater Action Plan, including a 
historic investment to provide funding to protect and restore large lakes and river 
systems, starting with the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River System, Lake Simcoe…” 

  
Therefore hereby be it resolved that the Town of Innisfil,  
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1. Supports federal funding for a Lake Simcoe Restoration Fund that represents a 
significant percentage of the overall Freshwater Action Plan Fund, with funding in 
excess of previous commitments, beginning in the 2022 budget: 

  
2. Asks that such funding be considered to undertake: 

• Shoreline mitigation and restoration, including in the tributaries of the Holland 
River, Maskinonge River, Black River, Pefferlaw River and the Holland Marsh; 

• Projects to improve contaminated sites within the watershed; 
• Upgrades to help retrofit municipal infrastructure such as wastewater and 

stormwater facilities; 
• Planting of approximately 250,000 trees within the watershed along with the 

purchasing and conservation of more forests and wetlands under the auspices of 
the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA), to help make 
significant progress towards the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan goal of 40% of the 
watershed area being protected; and 

  
3. That a copy of this resolution, along with a letter from the Mayor, be sent to the 

federal Minister of Finance; the Minister of the Environment and Climate Change; the 
President of the Treasury Board; the Members of Parliament for York—Simcoe, 
Newmarket—Aurora, Barrie—Springwater—Oro-Medonte, Barrie—Innisfil, Simcoe 
North, Haliburton—Kawartha Lakes—Brock, and Durham; and to all Lake Simcoe-
region municipalities and the LSRCA, with a request for their endorsement. 

 
Further to the above request, Innisfil Council respectfully requests the Ministry of Finance and 
Ministry of Environment and Climate Change receive and review the above recommendation.  
 
Sincerely 
 

 
 
Lynn Dollin 
Mayor 
705-436-3740 ext. 1101 
ldollin@innisfil.ca 
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cc:  Town of Innisfil Council 
Mona Fortier, Federal President of the Treasury Board  
Scott Davidson, York-Simcoe MP  
Tony Van Bynen, Newmarket-Aurora MP  
Doug Shipley, Barrie-Springwater-Oro-Medonte MP  
John Brassard, Barrie-Innisfil MP 
Adam Chambers, Simcoe-North MP  
Jamie Schmale, Haliburton-Kawartha Lake-Brock MP  
Erin O’Toole, Durham MP 
Rob Baldwin, Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority 
City of Barrie 
City of Kawartha Lakes  
City of Orillia  
County of Simcoe  
Regional Municipality of Durham  
Regional Municipality of York  
Town of Aurora  
Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury  
Town of East Gwillimbury  
Town of Georgina  
Town of Newmarket  
Town of New Tecumseth  
Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville  
Township of Brock  
Township of King  
Township of Oro-Medonte  
Township of Ramara  
Township of Scugog  
Township of Uxbridge  
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March 23, 2022 

Hon. Steve Clark 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
College Park, 17th Floor 
777 Bay St. 
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3 

RE:   Resolution from the City of Waterloo passed March 21st, 2022 re: Ontario 

Must Build it Right the First Time 

Dear Minister Clark, 

Please be advised that the Council of the Corporation of the City of Waterloo at its Council 
meeting held on Monday, March 21st, 2022 resolved as follows:  

WHEREAS the Province of Ontario adopted greenhouse gas reduction targets of 
30% by 2030, and emissions from buildings represented 22% of the province’s 
2017 emissions, 

WHEREAS all Waterloo Region municipalities, including the City of Waterloo, 
adopted greenhouse gas reduction targets of 80% below 2012 levels by 2050 
and endorsed in principle a 50% reduction by 2030 interim target that requires 
the support of bold and immediate provincial and federal actions, 

WHEREAS greenhouse gas emissions from buildings represent 45% of all 
emissions in Waterloo Region, and an important strategy in the TransformWR 
community climate action strategy, adopted by all Councils in Waterloo Region, 
targets new buildings to be net-zero carbon or able to transition to net-zero 
carbon using region-wide building standards and building capacity and expertise 
of building operators, property managers, and in the design and construction 
sector, 

WHEREAS the City of Waterloo recently adopted a net-zero carbon policy for 
new local government buildings and endorsed a corporate greenhouse gas and 
energy roadmap to achieve a 50% emissions reduction by 2030 for existing local 
government buildings and net-zero emissions by 2050 (provided the provincial 
electricity grid is also net-zero emissions), 

WHEREAS the draft National Model Building Code proposes energy performance 
tiers for new buildings and a pathway to requiring net zero ready construction in 
new buildings, allowing the building industry, skilled trades, and suppliers to 
adapt on a predictable and reasonable timeline while encouraging innovation;  
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WHEREAS the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing is consulting on 
changes for the next edition of the Ontario Building Code (ERO #: 019-4974) that 
generally aligns with the draft National Model Building Code except it does not 
propose adopting energy performance tiers, it does not propose timelines for 
increasing minimum energy performance standards step-by-step to the highest 
energy performance tier, and, according to Efficiency Canada and The 
Atmospheric Fund, it proposes adopting minimum energy performance standards 
that do not materially improve on the requirements in the current Ontario Building 
code; 

WHEREAS buildings with better energy performance provide owners and 
occupants with lower energy bills, improved building comfort, and resilience from 
power disruptions that are expected to be more common in a changing climate, 
tackling both inequality and energy poverty; 

WHEREAS municipalities are already leading the way in adopting or developing 
energy performance tiers as part of Green Development Standards, including 
Toronto and Whitby with adopted standards and Ottawa, Pickering, and others 
with standards in development; 

WHEREAS the City of Waterloo is finalizing Green Development Standards for its 
west side employment lands and actively pursuing Green Development 
Standards in partnership with the Region of Waterloo, the Cities of Kitchener and 
Cambridge, and all local electricity and gas utilities through WR Community 
Energy; 

WHEREAS while expensive retrofits of the current building stock to achieve 
future net zero requirements could be aligned with end-of-life replacement cycles 
to be more cost-efficient, new buildings that are not constructed to be net zero 
ready will require substantial retrofits before end-of-life replacement cycles at 
significantly more cost, making it more cost-efficient to build it right the first time. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council request the Province of Ontario 
to include energy performance tiers and timelines for increasing minimum energy 
performance standards step-by-step to the highest energy performance tier in the 
next edition of the Ontario Building Code, consistent with the intent of the draft 
National Model Building Code and the necessity of bold and immediate provincial 
action on climate change;  

THAT Council request the Province of Ontario to adopt a more ambitious energy 
performance tier of the draft National Model Building Code as the minimum 
requirement for the next edition of the Ontario Building Code than those currently 
proposed;  
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THAT Council request the Province of Ontario provide authority to municipalities 
to adopt a specific higher energy performance tier than the Ontario Building 
Code, which would provide more consistency for developers and homebuilders 
than the emerging patchwork of municipal Green Development Standards; 

THAT Council request the Province of Ontario to facilitate capacity, education 
and training in the implementation of the National Model Building Code for 
municipal planning and building inspection staff, developers, and homebuilders to 
help build capacity; and 

THAT this resolution be provided to the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, 
to area MPPs, and to all Ontario Municipalities. 

Please accept this letter for information purposes only.    

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Julie Scott 
City Clerk, City of Waterloo 

CC (by email): 

Catherine Fife, M.P.P (Waterloo) 
Laura Mae Lindo, M.P.P (Kitchener Centre) 
Belinda C. Karahalios, M.P.P (Cambridge) 
Amy Fee, M.P.P (Kitchener-South Hespeler) 
Mike Harris, M.P.P (Kitchener-Conestoga) 
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The Regional  
Municipality  
of Durham 

Corporate Services 
Department  
Legislative Services 

605 Rossland Rd. E. 
Level 1 
PO Box 623 
Whitby, ON   L1N 6A3 
Canada 

905-668-7711 
1-800-372-1102 
Fax: 905-668-9963 

durham.ca 

Don Beaton, BCom, M.P.A. 
Commissioner of Corporate 
Services 

THIS LETTER HAS BEEN FORWARDED 
TO THE EIGHT AREA CLERKS 

March 23, 2022 

Becky Jamieson 
Clerk 
Township of Scugog 
181 Perry Street, Box 780 
Port Perry, ON   L9L 1A7 

Dear Ms. Jamieson: 

RE: First Meeting of Regional Council Following the 2022 
Municipal Elections and the 2022 to 2026 Regular Meeting 
Schedule of Regional Council and Standing Committees 
(2022-A-3), Our File: A00 

Council of the Region of Durham, at its meeting held on March 23, 2022, 
adopted the following recommendations of the Finance & Administration 
Committee: 

“A)  That the Regional Clerk be directed to prepare a by-law to 
provide for the First Meeting of Regional Council to be held on 
Wednesday, November 30, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. in the Council 
Chambers, Regional Headquarters Building, Whitby; 

B) That the monthly Regional Council and Standing Committee 
meeting schedule outlined in Section 5.1 of Report #2022-A-3 of 
the Commissioner of Corporate Services be adopted for the 2022 
to 2026 term of Council; and 

C) That a copy of Report #2022-A-3 be forwarded to the Clerks of 
the Area Municipalities for their information.” 

Please find enclosed a copy of Report #2022-A-3 for your information. 

Cheryl Bandel 
Cheryl Bandel, 
Acting Regional Clerk/Director of Legislative Services 

CB/ks 

Attachment 

c: D. Beaton, Commissioner of Corporate Services 

If you require this information in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 extension 2097. 
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If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2126 

The Regional Municipality of Durham 
Report 

To: Finance & Administration Committee 
From: Commissioner of Corporate Services 
Report: #2022-A-3 
Date: March 8, 2022 

Subject: 

First Meeting of Regional Council following the 2022 Municipal Elections and the 2022 to 
2026 Regular Meeting Schedule of Regional Council and Standing Committees 

Recommendation: 

That the Finance & Administration Committee recommends to Regional Council: 

A) That the Regional Clerk be directed to prepare a by-law to provide for the First 
Meeting of Regional Council to be held on Wednesday, November 30, 2022 at 
10 a.m. in the Council Chambers, Regional Headquarters Building, Whitby. 

B) That the monthly Regional Council and Standing Committee meeting schedule 
outlined in Section 5.1 of this report be adopted for the 2022 to 2026 term of Council; 
and 

C) That a copy of this report be forwarded to the Clerks of the Area Municipalities for 
their information. 

Report: 

1. Purpose 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to recommend a date for the First Meeting of Regional 
Council following the municipal elections on October 24, 2022 and to establish a 
regular meeting schedule for Regional Council and Standing Committees for the 
next four-year term of Council. Historically, this report has been considered at this 
time in the Council legislative cycle. 
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Report #2022-A-3 Page 2 of 5 

2. Background 

2.1 The next four-year term of Council will begin on November 15, 2022 and end on 
November 14, 2026 in accordance with changes to the Municipal Act through Bill 
68. 

2.2 In order to proceed with planning for the next term of Council, it is necessary to 
establish a date for the First Meeting of Regional Council following the municipal 
elections on October 24, 2022 and to establish a meeting schedule for the next term 
of Council. 

2.3 Regional Council's meeting schedule is used to set advisory committee meeting 
schedules and is reviewed by the area municipalities and other agencies when 
establishing their meeting schedules. 

3. Previous Reports and Decisions 

3.1 On April 11, 2018 Regional Council considered Report #2018-COW-70 and 
adopted a Standing Committee governance structure following a monthly meeting 
cycle starting on the first Tuesday of each month for the 2018 to 2022 term of 
Council. 

3.2 Information Report #2018-INFO-65 was included in the May 4, 2018 Council 
Information Package and provided the Regional Council, Standing Committee and 
Transit Executive Committee Meeting Schedule for 2018 to 2022. 

3.3 On March 21, 2018 Council approved Report #2018-COW-39 to hold the First 
Meeting of Regional Council following the 2018 municipal elections on December 5, 
2018.  
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4. First Meeting of Regional Council 

4.1 Council's Procedural By-law provides that "the first meeting of Council after a 
regular election shall be held after the councils of the area municipalities have held 
their first meetings, but in any event not later than thirty-one (31) days following the 
day on which the term of office in respect of which the election was held 
commences, on such date and at such time and place as may be fixed by By-Law 
of the Regional Council". 

4.2 The Area Municipal Clerks have confirmed that their respective Councils will be 
holding their first meetings prior to end of November. It is, therefore, recommended 
that the First Meeting of Regional Council be held on November 30, 2022. 

4.3 The proceedings at the First Meeting of Regional Council will include the filing of 
certificates and declarations of office for members of Council; inaugural address by 
the Regional Chair; the appointment of members to the Police Services Board; and 
the appointment of Standing Committee Chairs and members to Standing 
Committees. Council has in place provisions to facilitate electronic participation for 
this meeting. 

5. Regular Meeting Schedule 

5.1 The following is the proposed monthly meeting schedule for Regional Council and 
Standing Committees based on the current schedule and would start on the first 
Tuesday of each month: 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

- Planning & 
Economic 
Development 

Works Health & Social 
Services 

- 

- Finance & 
Administration 

Committee of 
the Whole 
(as required) 

- - 

- - - - - 

- - Council - - 
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5.2 In accordance with the Procedural By-law, the regular Regional Council meeting 
held in December each year will be scheduled in the third week of the monthly 
meeting schedule. 

5.3 Legislative Services will also take into consideration the mid-winter break (March 
break) approved by the Ministry of Education and no Regional Council or Standing 
Committee meetings will been scheduled during this week. Modifications will also 
be made as required for designated holidays, including New Year’s Day, Family 
Day, Good Friday, Easter Monday, Victoria Day, Canada Day, Civic Holiday, 
Labour Day, National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, Thanksgiving Day, 
Remembrance Day, Christmas Eve (1/2 day), Christmas Day, Boxing Day, and 
New Year’s Eve. 

6. Transit Executive Committee 

6.1 Transit Executive Committee meetings are currently held on the first Wednesday of 
each month, following Works Committee meetings. 

6.2 Following Council’s approval of a meeting schedule for the 2022 to 2026 term of 
Council, a report will be presented to the Transit Executive Committee 
recommending a Transit Executive Committee meeting schedule. 

7. Relationship to Strategic Plan 

7.1 This report aligns with/addresses the following strategic goals and priorities in the 
Durham Region Strategic Plan: 

a. Goal 5: Service Excellence. Objective: To provide exceptional value to 
Durham taxpayers through responsive, effective and fiscally sustainable 
service delivery. 

• 5.1 Optimize resources and partnerships to deliver exceptional quality 
services and value  
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8. Conclusion 

8.1 It is recommended that the Regional Clerk be directed to prepare a by-law to 
provide for the First Meeting of Regional Council to be held on Wednesday, 
November 30, 2022 at 10 a.m. in the Council Chambers, Regional Headquarters 
Building, Whitby; and that the monthly Regional Council and Standing Committee 
meeting schedule outlined in Section 5.1 of this report be adopted for the 2022 to 
2026 term of Council. 

8.2 Following Council’s approval of a meeting schedule for the 2022 to 2026 term of 
Council, the Regional Clerk will prepare a detailed meetings schedule for inclusion 
in the Council Information Package. 

8.3 For additional information, contact: Cheryl Bandel, Acting Regional Clerk, at 
905-668-7711, extension 2100. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Original signed by 

Don Beaton, BCom, M.P.A. 
Commissioner of Corporate Services 

Recommended for Presentation to Committee 

Original signed by 

Elaine C. Baxter-Trahair 
Chief Administrative Officer 

046



1

To: Mayor and Council 
From: Reform Gravel Mining Coalition (RGMC) 
Re: Correcting Ontario Stone, Sand and Gravel Association (OSSGA) Misinformation 
Date: March 21, 2022 

The Reform Gravel Mining Coalition recently became aware of a letter sent to Municipalities 
across Ontario regarding our organization and activities. We are disappointed that an 
organization such at the Ontario Stone, Sand and Gravel Association would stoop to name 
calling and fear mongering and we want to take this opportunity to set the record straight. 

The March 18, 2022 memo misrepresents the statements of the RGMC. See    comparison below 
between OSSGA claims and RGMC statements (Table 1). The OSSGA also makes claims about 
aggregate supply and demand that are questionable as they are not based      on publicly available 
authoritative information. The OSSGA also omits information which would provide the reader a 
more comprehensive understanding of the issue – for example the contribution of the cement 
industry to the climate crisis. These are also itemized below (Table 2). 

A primary purpose of proposing a moratorium, a temporary pause, on new gravel mining 
approvals is to conduct an independent third-party study of aggregate reserves. This 
independent study is an urgent priority as there is a finite amount of gravel reserves in Ontario, 
and gravel is a vital resource which needs to be carefully managed. 

OSSGA member James Dick Construction Ltd. is proud of their “300-year resource management 
plan” indicating that they “consider long-term planning essential for long-term growth — 
except that in its case the planning horizon stretches three centuries into the future.”1 It is 
difficult to reconcile the recurring claims that Ontario is running out of gravel when members of 
the industry make such statements. 

Concerns around gravel mining have been raised for decades. Citizens demand to be protected. 
Municipalities’ ability to manage this environmentally and socially intrusive industry are 
increasingly hampered and reduced. We understand that the industry is concerned. Change can 
be frightening. But we invite municipalities to support the resolution for a moratorium, a 
temporary pause, on all new gravel mining approvals in Ontario. Let’s stop making the situation 
worse by continuing to issue new approvals. It is time to chart a new path forward. 

Please contact the Reform Gravel Mining Coalition at campaign@reformgravelmining.ca for 
more information 

1 https://canada.constructconnect.com/dcn/news/economic/2019/09/aggregate-supplier-plans-300-years-ahead 
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Table 1: Corrections to OSSGA Misinformation 

OSSGA Claim RGMC Statement

The industry digs out 13 times 
more gravel every year than it 
uses 

The provincial government has authorized the gravel 
mining industry to extract thirteen times more gravel each 
year than is required to meet average annual consumption.2

The aggregate industry takes up 
to 4.6 billion litres of precious 
water every day. 

The provincial government has approved up to 4.6 billion 
litres of water for daily consumption by the gravel mining 
industry.3

The aggregate industry destroys
5,000 acres of land a year. 

Gravel mining consumes an average of 5,000 acres of land 
in Ontario each year. An average of 5,000 acres of land is 
licensed each year for gravel mining in Ontario.4

Table 2: Gravel Mining in Ontario/ OSSGA Claims vs. Facts 

OSSGA Claims FACTS

It is estimated that the 
industry has roughly a 10- 
year supply of aggregate 
licensed to extract. 

The Golder/MHBC Supply 
Demand Study estimated 
the “amount of 'high' 
quality reserves is 
approximately 1.47 billion 
tonnes” 

This statement is not supported by publicly available data. 
RGMC’s review of NDMNRF (Ministry) data, and The Ontario 
Aggregate Resources Corporation (TOARC) annual reports does 
not provide evidence to support the assertion that there are 
only 10 years of close to market reserves. The OSSGA fact is 
based on “industry estimates”. RGMC cites TOARC data5. 

The OSSGA fails to cite the Golder/MHBC Supply Demand 
Study reference to the “high degree of uncertainty with this 
estimate” and the study authors’ warning that “the results 
should not be taken as a very realistic indication of what 
resource may actually be proven and made available from 
these licenced sites”.6 The reality is that no one knows the true
state of aggregate reserves in Ontario.

2 Total of maximum extraction limits from the Ministry of NDMNRF Aggregate License and Permit System (ALPS) 
3 MOECP Permits To Take Water Database total of active permits issued for Pits and Quarries Dewatering and 
Aggregate Washing 
4 https://toarc.com/production-statistics/ 
5 https://toarc.com/production-statistics/ 
6 Golder MHBC Supply and Demand Study Executive Summary 2016 
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OSSGA Claims FACTS

Ontario will require nearly 4 
billion tonnes of aggregate over 
the next 20 years to meet the 
needs of citizens and the 
additional 5.3 million people 
that will call Ontario home. 
That is estimated to be 192 
million tonnes of aggregate per 
year. 

In the last 20 years average gravel consumption has 
deceased while the population of Ontario grew by 3 
million people in that same period. 

 The average annual consumption of gravel from 2001 
– 2010 was 168 MT per year. 

 From 2011 – 2020 it was 157 MT / year.7

 Ontario’s population increased from 12M to 15M an 
increase of (25%) in the last 20 years. 

It currently takes an average of 
10 years to apply for and 
receive a new license. 

There is no publicly available data to support this claim. 
The application process for new gravel mining approvals 
has a two-year time limit on it. Additional delays are often 
a result of decisions and choices made by the applicants. 

The aggregate industry is not a 
significant contributor of GHG 
emissions 

The cement industry produces 8% of global carbon 
emissions, as a country it would be the third largest global 
emitter of C02. Aggregate is the feedstock to cement 
production. 

With respect to the amount of 
new land that is excavated 
every year – the average for the 
past 10 years as reported in The 
Ontario Aggregate Resources 
Corporation annual production 
report is approximately 2600 
acres per year. 

An average of 2000 acres per 
year is rehabilitated for a total 
net new disturbed area of 600 
acres. 

The publicly available data on excavation over the long 
term does not support this claim. TOARC data indicates 
that the acres under licence for gravel extraction have 
increased from 221,000 acres in 1998 to 333,000 acres in 
2020, an increase of 112,000 acres or almost 5,000 acres 
per year.8

TOARC data indicates the total disturbed area has 
increased from 50,000 acres in 1998 to 83,000 in 2020, an 
increase of 33,000 acres or 67%.9 The acres scarred by 
gravel mining in Ontario is increasing each year, 
rehabilitation is not keeping up. 

7 https://toarc.com/production-statistics/ 
8 https://toarc.com/production-statistics/ 
9 https://toarc.com/production-statistics/ 
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ISSUES 

Gravel mining permanently changes the existing natural environment and causes numerous negative impacts 
to surrounding communities. It is not a benign activity.

The gravel mining industry provides the raw materials for cement production, highway construction and urban 
sprawl. These activities are significant contributors to greenhouse gas emissions in Ontario.

Ontario’s current application process for gravel mining:

•  Allows uncontrolled proliferation of gravel sites across Ontario
•  Favours corporations and places an unfair burden on municipalities and local communities forced to 

advocate for the protection of the natural environment and built communities
•  Does not fulfill the requirements for free, prior and informed consent of Indigenous Nations as 

guaranteed in the Canadian constitution

POLICY PROPOSAL
Impose an immediate moratorium on all new gravel mining approvals (including interim orders and site plan 
amendments for mining below the water table or that increase licensed tonnages). 

Create an independent panel to conduct broad consultations  involving Indigenous Nations, municipalities, 
affected communities, industry, and independent experts and scientists.

Chart a new path forward for gravel mining which:

•  Prevents greater climate chaos
•  Protects groundwater and farmland
•  Increases the weight of local perspectives in land use planning
•  Ensures long term supplies of a finite resource
•  Honours treaties and obligations with Indigenous Nations as prescribed in the Canadian Constitution

IMPACT OF A MORATORIUM 

A moratorium on new approvals of gravel mining sites in Ontario will:

Provide an opportunity to update gravel mining industry policies and regulations to reflect current societal 
expectations and meet the national and international requirements of addressing climate change.

Respond to the urgent requests from thousands of Ontario residents (predominantly rural) struggling with 
the threats to their families, homes and communities from gravel mining.

NOT impact the current supply of gravel required to meet Ontario’s needs.   

NOT impact the rights existing gravel mining operators have to continue their existing operations as they do 
today.

NOT impact current employment in the gravel mining industry.

1

3

2

1

3

2

5

4

1

3

2

www.reformgravelmining.ca
/rgmc.ontario/rgmc_ontario /rgmc_ontariocampaign@reformgravelmining.ca 

A MORATORIUM ON ALL NEW 
GRAVEL MINING APPROVALS TODAY 

January, 2022

— a step towards a sustainable tomorrow
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1. Aggregate Resources Statistics in Ontario, Production Statistics annual reports, The Ontario Aggregate Resources Corporation (TOARC)
2. Active aggregate sites and related maximum tonnage 
3. Aggregate Resources Statistics in Ontario, Production Statistics annual reports, The Ontario Aggregate Resources Corporation (TOARC)
4. https://www.inthehills.ca/2011/06/melancthon-mega-quarry-by-the-numbers
5. Presentation, Ken DeHart, Wellington County Treasurer May 30th 2021 Gravel Watch Ontario
6. https://www.carbonbrief.org/qa-why-cement-emissions-matter-for-climate-change 
7. Why Are Ontario’s GHG emissions going up instead of Down? Environmental Defence, April 21, 2020

FOUR FACTS ON GRAVEL MINING IN ONTARIO

www.reformgravelmining.ca
/rgmc.ontario/rgmc_ontario /rgmc_ontariocampaign@reformgravelmining.ca 

FACT 
#1

The provincial government has authorized the gravel mining industry to extract thirteen times more gravel 
each year than is required to meet average annual consumption.

•   On average 157.4 million tonnes of gravel was extracted annually over the past 10 years in Ontario.1,2

•   2.05 billion tonnes of gravel extraction are allowed each year from the 5000-plus licensed gravel mining 
sites in Ontario. (Note: 800-plus sites, {approximately 15%} are permitted to extract unlimited tonnages 
each year. These amounts are in addition to the 2.05 billion tonnes mentioned above.)

Gravel mining consumes an average of 5,000 acres of land in Ontario each year.

•  Licenses for gravel extraction have increased from 183,000 acres in 1992 to 333,000 acres in 20203, an 
increase of almost 150,000 acres or 5,000 acres per year over the past three decades. That’s a land area 
equivalent to two proposed Melancthon mega-quarries each year.4

The gravel mining industry doesn’t pay its fair share, for example municipal property taxes.

•  Municipalities challenge preferential property tax treatment given to gravel mining sites.
•  Disputes continue between Ontario Municipalities and the gravel industry over property taxes. 
•  Examples:

•  Wellington Country asserts that “other sectors, mainly residential and small business, are subsidizing the 
aggregate industry’s artificially low valuations”. 

•  In Puslinch Township “single family homes in Puslinch pay more taxes than 100-acre active (gravel) 
sites”.5

 
The gravel mining industry supplies sand, stone and gravel for cement production, highway construction 
and urban sprawl, which make significant contributions to greenhouse gas emissions in Ontario.

•  The cement industry produces 8% of global carbon emissions, as a country it would be the third largest 
global emitter of C02.6

•  Transportation has become the biggest source of GHG emissions in Ontario.7

RECOMMENDED AREAS OF CONSULTATION AND INQUIRY 

•  Determine the total amount of licensed supply in Ontario’s 5000-plus pits and quarries.
•  Propose criteria and processes for determining and demonstrating the need for new gravel mining sites.
•  Define limits on ‘virgin’ aggregate extraction, and set targets for aggregate reprocessing in order to ensure sustainable 

management of the finite gravel resources in Ontario.
•  Propose revisions to application procedures which fully honour Indigenous Nations’ treaty rights. 
•  Recommend updated policies and restrictions for gravel mining below the water table to reflect current groundwater 

sciences.
•  Propose methods which increase the weight given to municipal and community perspectives in gravel mining 

decisions.
•  Recommend approaches to ensure that gravel mining sites are not allowed to transform themselves in significant 

ways after initial approval. This would include changes to progressive or final rehabilitation plans. 
•  Recommend a fair levy for gravel mining that includes compensation for the full social and environmental costs of its 

extraction.
•  Recommend approaches to gravel mining oversight to ensure full compliance with all regulations and license 

conditions.

FACT 
#2

FACT 
#3

FACT 
#4
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THE CORPORATION
OF

THE TOWN OF HALTON HILLS

Resolution No.: 

Title: New Gravel Extraction Licensing applications

Date: February 7, 2022

Moved by: Mayor R. Bonnette

Seconded by: Councillor J. Fogal

Item No. 

WHEREAS Ontario currently has over 5000 licenced pits and quarries located 
throughout the province that are able to meet the expected near term needs of 
Ontario’s construction industry;

AND WHEREAS applications continue to be submitted without a definitive 
determination if there is a need for additional supply;

AND WHEREAS gravel pits and quarries are destructive of natural environments 
and habitats;

AND WHEREAS pits and quarries have negative social impacts on host 
communities in terms of noise, air pollution, and truck traffic;

AND WHEREAS the urgent need to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in order 
to combat climate change has brought awareness to the very high carbon 
footprint associated with the production of concrete and asphalt which are major 
end-users of aggregates;

AND WHEREAS there is an obligation to consult with First Nations peoples 
regarding the impacts of quarries on treaty lands and a responsibility to address 
those impacts;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Ontario government be 
requested to impose an immediate temporary moratorium on all new gravel 
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mining applications pending a broad consultation process including with First 
Nations, affected communities, independent experts and scientists to chart a new
path forward for gravel mining in Ontario which:

 Proposes criteria and processes for determining the need for new gravel 
licences;
 

 Recommends updated policies and restrictions for gravel mining below the
water table to reflect current groundwater sciences;

 Develops new guidelines for reprocessing in order to ensure sustainable 
aggregate supplies;

 Recommends a fair levy for gravel mining that includes compensation for 
the full environmental and infrastructure maintenance costs to the local 
community of extraction and distribution of aggregate;

 Provides greater weight to the input by local municipalities to lessen the 
social impacts from mining operation and trucking through their 
communities;
 

 Proposes revisions to application procedures which fully honour First 
Nations’ treaty rights;

AND FURTHER THAT a copy of this resolution be sent to the Honourable Doug 
Ford Premier of Ontario, the leaders of all Provincial Parties, Minister of Natural 
Resources and Forestry, the Honourable Ted Arnott MPP, AMO, Small Urban 
GTHA Mayors, Town of Milton, Town of Oakville, City of Burlington and Region 
of Halton.

___________________________
Mayor Rick Bonnette
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PORT COLBORNE 

Moved by Councillor E. Beauregard 
Seconded by Councillor A. Desmarais 

March 22, 2022 

WHEREAS the Year of the Garden 2022 celebrates the Centennial of Canada's 
horticulture sector; and 

WHEREAS gardens and gardening contribute to the quality of life of our municipality 
and create safe and healthy places where people can come together; and 

WHEREAS the Year of the Garden 2022 will highlight and celebrate the important 
contribution of gardeners, our local gardening organizations, horticultural professionals 
and local horticultural businesses which contribute to garden culture and the experience 
garden of our municipality; and 

WHEREAS gardens and gardening have helped us face the challenges of the COVID 
pandemic; and 

WHEREAS Communities in Bloom in collaboration with the Canadian Garden 
Council , invites all municipalities to celebrate the Year of the Garden; and 

NOW THEREFORE I, Mayor William C. Steele, do hereby proclaim 2022 as the Year 
of the Garden, in the City of Port Colborne. In celebration of the contribution of gardens and 
gardening to the development of our country, our municipality and the lives of our citizens in 
terms of health, quality of life and environmental challenges; and 

THAT the Saturday before Father's Day, June 18 in 2022, be recognized as Garden 
Day in the City of Port Colborne as a legacy of Canada's Year of the Garden 2022; and 

THAT the City of Port Colborne is committed to be a Garden Friendly City supporting 
the development of its garden culture; and 

THAT all municipalities across Canada be invited to proclaim 2 22 to be the Year of 
the Garden in their respective municipalities, and that a copy of this r solution be provided 
to all municipalities of Ontario, for that purpose. 

Willia 
Mayor 
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Nominations are open for FCM’s Board of Directors  
  
The nomination process is now open for those wishing to run for FCM’s 2022-2023 Board of 
Directors. Are you interested in making local priorities heard at the federal level? Put yourself 
forward as a candidate for a Director or a Table Officer position so you can champion change on 
a national scale. We all benefit from a strong FCM Board that helps communities across Canada 
thrive. 
  
Check out our Board election page to learn more about the commitment these positions require, 
as well as to find nomination and consent forms. Elections will take place during FCM’s Annual 
Conference and Trade Show, June 2-5, 2022. 
  
We encourage you to put your name forward. 
  
» LEARN MORE AND RUN AS CANDIDATE  

  

  

  

  
 

NEWS 
 

  
 

 

Carole Saab named as top lobbyist 
 
Congratulations to FCM’s CEO Carole Saab, for once again being named a Top Lobbyist by The 
Hill Times. This recognition is a reflection of the work that she does in partnership with FCM 
members and staff on behalf of municipalities across Canada to ensure municipalities get the 
support they need to power Canada's economic recovery. In meetings with MPs, cabinet 
ministers and the Prime Minister, our municipal voice is strong on Parliament Hill. 

» READ MORE 

  
 

Nominations to the 2022 FCM Roll of Honour 
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Do you know a municipal champion who deserves national recognition? FCM’s Roll of Honour is 
a great way to recognize individuals for their dedication to local government. 
  
See the Terms of Reference for criteria and other information. The Roll of Honour recipients will 
be announced at FCM’s Annual Conference in June. 
  
Please submit your nominations to honour@fcm.ca by midnight ET Sunday, April 3. 
  
» LEARN MORE  

  
 

Federal Budget: FCM Board connects with decisionmakers  
  
In the past few weeks, FCM’s Board of Directors has been mobilizing to meet with Members of 
Parliament (MPs) to emphasize critical municipal priorities from Partners for Canada’s Recovery 
including housing, infrastructure, transit and RCMP contract policing costs. 
  
Meetings with decisionmakers from government and opposition parties have taken place, 
resulting in fruitful discussions. Thanks to the actions taken by the Board, the renewed strength 
of these working relationships will support our advocacy moving forward. While the Budget date 
is still unknown, FCM staff will be sure to provide an analysis of key issues and next steps once 
the Budget is tabled. 
  
» ADD YOUR VOICE BY SHARING FCM’S BUDGET TWEETS AND TAGGING YOUR MP 

  
 

FCM’s 2022 Sustainable Communities Awards 
 
There is still more than one week left to apply to FCM’S Sustainable Communities Awards. Visit 
our website to learn about the five award categories and to apply. Canadian cities and 
communities of all sizes are eligible. Applications are open until March 31. 

» LEARN MORE 

  
 

Last call for applications: join the Green Municipal Fund council 
  
The Federation of Canadian Municipalities is seeking an elected municipal official to join the 
Green Municipal Fund (GMF) Council. The chosen candidate will have broad knowledge of 
municipal issues and priorities related to GMF’s focus sectors of energy, water, waste, 
transportation, and land use. 
  
Council membership is an opportunity to develop and share your professional expertise, make a 
lasting contribution to our environment and provide strategic leadership to innovative municipal 
sustainable solutions. 
  
The deadline for applications is March 27 at 12 a.m. ET. 
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» APPLY TODAY 

 

 

  

 

EVENTS 
 

  
 

 

New webinar on creating inclusive and equitable municipalities 
  
Don’t forget to register for the next edition of our Collective webinar series, this Wednesday, 
March 23 at 11:00 a.m. ET, featuring municipal leaders from across Canada reflecting on the 
journeys their communities have taken to tackle the challenge of becoming more inclusive. 
The Creating Inclusive and Equitable Municipalities: What stage are you? Collective webinar will 
explore: 

 Why diversity, equity and inclusion work matter in your community. 
 How to identify what stage your community is currently at in its DEI journey. 
 Advice and best practices to help your community. 

Presented in collaboration with: Shaw Communications 

» REGISTER TODAY 

  
 

Still time to register for FCM’s municipal stream at the GLOBE Forum 
 
There’s still time to register for Local Solutions to Net-Zero, FCM’s municipal stream at GLOBE 
Forum 2022, March 29-31. Join us virtually from anywhere for our four sessions and one panel 
that will showcase municipal innovation at its best, featuring topics ranging from building 
retrofits, zero-emission vehicles, community-scale energy, land-use and housing development, 
and outcomes-based procurement. Visit our website now to learn more about our session 
details. 

» LEARN MORE AND REGISTER TODAY 
 

 

  

 

RESOURCES 
 

  
 

 

New guide for municipal climate change professionals 
  
Do you have staff at your municipality working on climate action? We can help municipal staff 
from their first day through their first year in a new role. Read our new Guide for Municipal 

Climate Change Staff to access practical information, resources, checklists and templates. 
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The step-by-step guide can help you establish your community as a leader on climate action and 
includes information on: 

 Helpful tips and criteria to consider when developing a business case for local climate 
projects 

 The importance of data and analysis for your climate work and suggested data sources 
 Approaches to communicating about climate action 

» READ THE GUIDE TODAY 
 

 

  

 

FCM IN THE NEWS 
 

  
 

 

The Green Municipal Fund in action in Saskatchewan 
  
The City of Yorkton received $150,200 from FCM’s Green Municipal Fund to complete a study to 
establish potential upgrades to the wastewater treatment plant and water re-use options and 
reduce its impact on Yorkton Creek and nutrient-rich Assiniboine River, maintain regulatory 
compliance and explore future growth and re-use possibilities. Sask Today has a story on how 
this project highlights the importance of local action. 

» READ THE STORY 
 

 

  

 

FCM TWEETS 
 

  
 

 

Mar 18: The nomination 
process is now open for 
those who wish to run for 
FCM’s 2022-2023 Board of 
Directors. Put yourself 
forward as a candidate for 
a Director position, or even 
as a Table Officer. Visit our 
website for more 
information: 
https://bit.ly/3qoxGdB  
#CDNMuni 

 

Mar 20: On Mar 23, join 
FCM's Collective webinar 
on Creating Inclusive & 
Equitable Municipalities, in 
collab w @ShawInfo to 
hear from our panel of 
#CDNmuni leaders: Salima 
Ebrahim@CityofEdmonton, 
@deardubow, 
@LindellSmithHFX+ 
Stephanie 
Stewart@ottawacity:  
https://bit.ly/3CYdJPW 

 

Mar 15: Canada's housing 
crisis has only been 
exacerbated during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Cities 
+ communities are ready to 
tackle housing affordability 
and we have some ideas 
about what the fed govt can 
do to help us make this 
happen. 
http://fcm.ca/recovery 
#affordablehousing 
#CDNmuni  

  

» MORE 
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March 23, 2022 
In this issue... 
● Introductions and Highlights  

● Policy Spotlight  

● Policy Updates  

● Bills and Lawmaking  

● Resources  

 

 
INTRODUCTION AND HIGHLIGHTS 

 

  

   
The Ontario Legislative Assembly is back in session for the final time before Ontario’s fixed date for its 
general election on June 2, 2022. The election process starts when the Premier visits the Lieutenant 
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Governor and advises that they would like to call an election. The campaign period begins the day the 
writ is drawn, which will occur on Wednesday, May 4, 2022. This does not leave much time for the 
Government to introduce legislation and the countdown to the election is in full swing. With this in 
mind, we can expect some key bills to be introduced while the current Government have a majority.  
   
In preparation for the 2022 Provincial election, we have released our local government priorities and 
recommendations with an accompanying toolkit that will continue to be updated with new Issue at a 
Glance briefing notes along with other materials. We encourage you to download the toolkit to support 
this advocacy in your own community. 
 

 
POLICY SPOTLIGHT 

 

  

   
On March 3, 2022 the Ontario Government passed Bill 84, Fewer Fees, Better Services Act, 2022. 
This Act makes the legislative changes to the Government’s red tape reduction package: Fewer Fees, 
Better Services. The omnibus bill makes a number of amendments to several acts to reduce red tape 
for people and businesses, such as eliminating licence plate renewal fees and ending tolls on 
Highways 412 and 418.  
   
It also amends Section 4 of the Fiscal Sustainability, Transparency and Accountability Act, 2019. If 
you recall, this Act set a fixed date of March 31 for the release of the budget and included financial 
penalties for the Minister of Finance and the Premier should this date be missed. Bill 84 amends this 
date for the 2022 budget to April 30, 2022. This means that we can anticipate the budget to be 
released later than usual, without much time before the writ is drawn on May 4, 2022. It will likely 
serve as an indication of what is to come in the Progressive Conservative Party’s platform.  
   
Through our 2022 Pre-Budget Submission, we have participated in 2022 budget consultations with 
our recommendations focused on areas we believe the Government can continue to build positive 
changes. This includes committing to investments that ensure a strong and resilient municipal sector.  
   
For more information on this and our local government priorities toolkit, please reach out to Alana Del 
Greco, Manager of Policy and Government Relations or Charlotte Caza, Policy Advisor. 
  

    

 

POLICY UPDATES 
 

  

 

Ontario Appoints Chair of Standards Development Committee 
- The Provincial Government has announced that Julie Sawchuk 
has accepted an invitation to be the Chair of the Committee that 

 

 

 

READ MORE  
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will lead the Province’s review of the Design of Public Spaces 
accessibility standards for outdoor spaces. 
 

   

 

 

MPAC Voter Look Up Campaign - The Municipal Property 
Assessment Corporation is undertaking its campaign to promote 
voter registration.  
 

  

 

 

 

READ MORE  

 

     

 

 

 

Province Announces Funding to Streamline Development 

Approval - Premier Ford has announced a new Streamline 
Development Approval Fund for the Province’s 39 large urban 
municipalities.  
 

  

 

 

 

READ MORE  

 

     

 

 

 

Ontario Announces Gas Tax Funding - The Provincial 
Government has announced the 2022 Gas Tax Funding 
allocations.  
 

  

 

 

 

READ MORE  

 

     

 

 

 

2022 ROMA Conference Highlights - AMCTO participated in the 
2022 ROMA Conference, including hearing from subject matter 
experts and Government officials and attending delegations. 
 

  

 

 

 

READ MORE  

 

     

 

 

 

Province Releases Housing Affordability Task Force Report - 
The report’s recommendations include five main areas to increase 
the supply of market housing with the goal of adding 1.5 million 
homes over the next 10 years. 
 

  

 

 

 

READ MORE  

 

     

 

 

 

Ontario Releases 2021-22 Third Quarter Finances - An update 
on the Province’s economic and fiscal outlook. 
 

  

 

 

 

READ MORE  

 

     

 

 

 

Spring Red Tape Reduction Package Announced - The 
Associate Minister of Small Business and Red Tape Reduction 
has introduced legislation. 
 

  

 

 

 

READ MORE  

 

     

 

 

 

Regulatory Registry Posting: Regulatory proposal under the 

Towing and Storage Safety and Enforcement Act (TSSEA) – 

 

 

 

READ MORE  
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The Ministry is proposing regulations that outline how the TSSEA 
will be overseen. Comments are due by April 1, 2022. 
 

   

 

 

Province Introduces Legislation to Accelerate Connectivity 

Projects – The Minister of Infrastructure has introduced the 
Building Broadband Faster Act, 2021. 
 

  

 

 

 

READ MORE  

 

     

 

 

 

Consultation on Ontario’s Anti-Racism Strategic Plan – The 
Province is seeking input from the public. Comments are due by 
May 4, 2022. 
 

  

 

 

 

READ MORE  

 

     

   

BILLS AND LAWMAKING 
 

  

   
Bills Passed and Government Bills: 

 

 

Bill 27, Working for Workers Act, 2021 (Royal Assent) – This bill 
amends several Acts to improve workers’ rights including: 
requiring employers with 25 or more employees to have a written 
policy about employees disconnecting from their job at the end of 
the workday, banning non-compete agreements, removing some 
barriers for internationally-trained individuals to get licenced in a 
regulated profession, and requiring workplaces to provide access 
to a washroom to persons making deliveries to and from the 
workplace. 
 

  

 

 

 

READ MORE  

 

     

 

 

 

Bill 78, Police Services Amendment Act, 2022 (Standing 
Committee) - This bill would amend the Police Services Act to 
provide that municipal police officers and First Nations Constables 
may be named to the rank of commissioned officers. 
 

  

 

 

 

READ MORE  

 

     

 

 

 

Bill 84, Fewer Fees, Better Services Act, 2022 (Royal Assent) - 
This bill amends several acts with the intention of reducing red 
tape and fees for Ontario residents and businesses. 
   
 

  

 

 

 

READ MORE  
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Bill 88, Working for Workers Act, 2022 (Second Reading) - This 
bill would enact the Digital Platform Workers’ Rights Act, 2022 and 
amend several other acts to establish rights for workers in the 
digital platform economies. 
   
 

  

 

READ MORE  

 

     

 

 

Private Members' Bills:  
   
A summary of Private Members’ Bills that are of relevance to Ontario’s local governments.  

 

 

Bill 10, Stopping Harassment and Abuse by Local Leaders 

Act, 2022 (Standing Committee) – This bill would amend the 
Municipal Act, 2001 and the City of Toronto Act, 2006 to require 
that municipal codes of conduct include a requirement for 
members to comply with workplace violence and harassment 
policies. The amendments would also permit municipalities and 
local boards to direct the Integrity Commissioner to apply to the 
court to vacate a member’s seat if the Commissioner’s inquiry 
determines that the member has contravened the code of conduct 
by failing to comply with the workplace violence or harassment 
policies.  
 

  

 

 

 

READ MORE  

 

     

 

 

 

Bill 59, Making Northern Ontario Highways Safer Act, 2022 
(Standing Committee) - This bill would amend the Public 

Transportation and Highway Improvement Act in relation to 
standards for road maintenance in winter by classifying highways 
11 and 17 and Class 1 highways which have the strictest 
requirements for snow removal.  
 

  

 

 

 

READ MORE  

 

     

 

 

 

Bill 70, Four-Day Work Week Act, 2021 (First Reading) - This bill 
would establish a Four-Day Work Week Commission to develop 
recommendations on how to implement a pilot project to 
determine the effectiveness of a four-day work week in Ontario.  
 

  

 

 

 

READ MORE  

 

     

 

 

 

Bill 80, Local Choice to Local Elections Act (Ranked Ballot By-
Laws), 2021 (First Reading) - This re-introduced bill would amend 
the City of Toronto Act and the Municipal Act to allow municipal 

 

 

 

READ MORE  
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councils to adopt ranked ballot method for selecting members of 
their councils.  
 

   

 

 

Bill 85, Smoke-Free Ontario Amendment Act (Vaping is not 

for Kids), 2022 (First Reading) – This bill would make various 
amendments to the Smoke-Free Ontario Act, 2017 to prohibit the 
promotion of vapour products, including limiting the sale of vapour 
products to specialty vape stores or designated stores in remote 
or rural communities, and requiring that these designated stores 
have approval of the local board of health.  
 

  

 

 

 

READ MORE  

 

     

   

RESOURCES 
 

  

 

   
Charting an Equitable Future – This e-
book compiles several equity-focused 
practices, highlighting specific practices from 
municipalities participating in the City 
Budgeting for Equity & Recovery project. It 
discusses budgeting for equity, rethinking 
municipal revenue streams, and tactics and 
tools for change. 

 

 

READ MORE  

 

  

   

 

   
Asset Management for Elected Officials – 
This primer was developed to provide 
councils with a better understanding of their 
role in adopting a strategic approach to 
determine infrastructure investment 
priorities. 
  
  

 

 

READ MORE  

 

  

    

 

 

   
After the Storm: An Overview of Ontario’s 

Fiscal Challenges – This report from 
Ontario 360 analyzes Ontario’s public 
finances from a historical and current 
perspective to separate out long-term trends 
from the impact of the recent pandemic 
years. 

 

 

READ MORE  
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