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Prepared by:  Carol Coleman, Director of Public Works, Parks and Recreation 

Department:  Community Services Department - Public Works and Parks 

Report To:  General Purpose and Administration Committee  

Date:   June 3, 2019 
Reference: Strategic Direction #1 – Roads and Other Infrastructure 

 Strategic Direction #4 – Municipal Services 

 Capital Account No. 50-410-460-90000-1914 – Dog Park and Parking 

Lot Improvements  

  

Report Title:  Dog Park and Parking Lot Improvements Update 

Recommendations: 

1. That COMS-2019-019, Dog Park and Parking Lot Improvements Update, be received. 
 

1. Background:  

The purpose of this report is to provide an update on the public consultation that was 

completed as part of the dog park and parking lot improvements project approved as part of 

the 2019 Capital Budget.  In addition, the report is intended to provide Council an opportunity 

to provide input regarding the location, design and rules for the dog park. 

 

2. Discussion: 

In response to requests from members of Council and the public, an off-leash dog park was 

approved by Council as part of the 2019 Capital Budget.  A preliminary review by staff of 
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several options indicated that the wooded area next to Cawkers Creek between the Carolyn 

Best Ball Diamonds and the Scugog Soccer Fields may be a good location for the dog park. 

As part of the preparatory work staff visited five other dog parks in the region and obtained 

information from other municipalities on costs and designs. 

Prior to confirming the location, preparing a design and establishing park rules, a public 

consultation process is being undertaken to obtain feedback.  The consultation includes: 

 

 A Notice of Public Meeting – posted on the Township’s website and in the newspaper 

 A Public Meeting held on April 16, 2019 from 6:30 to 8:00 pm at the Scugog Memorial 

Public Library 

 An online survey and hard copy survey open from April 1, 2019 to April 30, 2019 

 Numerous posts on social media regarding both the Public Meeting and the online 

survey 

 Articles in both the Port Perry Star and The Standard about the proposed dog park 

and the public consultation underway 

 A webpage created that included proposed location, Notice of Public Meeting, Public 

Meeting presentation materials, link to the survey and contact information  

 A report at the General Purpose and Administration Committee on June 3, 2019 to 

present feedback received and seek feedback from Council 

The following provides a summary of the feedback received to date regarding the proposed 

off-leash dog park. 

2.1 Public Meeting 

A total of 29 people signed in at the Public Information Centre (PIC) held on April 16th.  At the 

meeting information boards and a slide show were provided that showed: 

 Examples of dog parks in other municipalities 

 Considerations for dog parks 

 The proposed Cawkers Creek location 

 Other locations reviewed by staff 

 Draft dog park rules 

 Next steps 

 

The slide presentation from the PIC is provided as Attachment 1. At the PIC staff and 

members of Council were present to answer questions.  In general, the feedback on the 

proposed location was very positive and attendees were in support of the project.  Those 

attending the meeting were encouraged to complete the survey either on line or by hard 

copy. 
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2.2 Survey Results 

A total of 177 surveys were completed either by hard copy or through the online survey.  The 

full results from the survey are included in Attachment 2.  The first two questions asked 

respondents how many dogs they owned and the size of their dog(s).  The survey was 

completed by 156 people who currently own one of more dogs, 14 people who previously 

owned dogs and 7 people who do not own dogs.  The majority of the respondents own only 

one dog, however, 40 own two or more dogs.  Owners of dogs indicated that 40% were large 

dogs (over 60 lbs), 32% are medium sized dogs (25 to 59 lbs) and the remaining 28% are 

small dogs (up to 24 lbs). 

Question 3 asked, “Where do you most often walk or exercise your dog(s)?”  The majority of 

respondents indicated that they currently exercise their dog(s) through walks on nearby 

streets or at home in the yard.  38% of the respondents regularly use dog parks in other 

municipalities and 30% go to nearby parks. 

The next question asked which dog parks people had visited with their dog(s) and 40% of the 

respondents said that they had not been to any, 29% had been to Oshawa Harmony Valley 

Park Off-Leash Area, 24% to the Uxbridge Off-Leash Dog Park and 22% to Heber Downs 

Conservation Area Off-Leash Dog Parks in north Whitby. 

When asked what people like most about other off-leash dog parks, the most common 

responses were: 

 A chance for dogs to play and socialize with other dogs 

 Freedom for dogs to run, better exercise 

 Confined, safe area for dogs 

 Ability to meet other community members 

 Place for dogs to be legally off-leash 

 Less people letting their dogs off-leash in other areas 

 

Eight of the respondents said that they did not like dog parks and/or that they had concerns 

such as the safety, aggressive dogs, too small of an area and owners not picking up after 

their dogs. 

Question 6 asked what is most important in the design of an off-leash dog park for Port 

Perry.   Based on the responses, the most important design features include: 

 That the dog park be fully fenced, 

 That there be parking, and 

 That there be shade. 

Respondents were varied on the following: 

 That there be a separate area for small dogs, 

 That there be seating, 
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 That there be walking trails, and 

 That the cost be kept as low as possible. 

The design features that were shown to be less important included: 

 That the dog park be within walking distance of your home, and 

 That the park not be beside existing homes. 

Other suggestions related to design: 

 Add a streetlight to help extend the hours 

 Provide a source of water 

 Provide an information board for dog owners to communicate and share information  

In Question 7, the survey asked, “How often do you think that you would visit an off-leash 

dog park in Port Perry?”  174 people responded to this question. 132 indicated that they 

would use the park daily or several times per month. Another 24 would use the park 

occasionally and 10 replied that they would never use the park.  Another 8 indicated that it 

was not applicable as they did not own a dog. 

The next question was, “Where would you like to see an off-leash dog park constructed in 

Port Perry?”  The results for this question are provided in the table below. 

 

The majority of respondents agreed with the proposed location or had no preference in the 

location. 

62

48

12
5 2 3 4

Proposed
location

No Preference Fairgrounds Scugog St.
Parkette

Poplar Park Birdseye Not Proposed
Location

Question 8: Where would you like to see an 
off-leash dog park constructed in Port Perry?
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When asked if people have any suggestions for the construction of an off-leash dog park in 

Port Perry, a total of 136 responses were received and a number of good suggestions were 

provided.  Full details are provided in Attachment 2. 

Question 10 asked respondents to provide feedback on a proposed set of off-leash dog park 

rules indicating whether they agree, are not sure or do not agree with each rule.   

The proposed rules include: 

1. Be courteous and respect the rights of all users 

2. Keep your dog(s) leashed when entering or leaving the off-leash area 

3. Pick up after your dog immediately and dispose of waste in the designated containers 

4. Keep dog(s) under verbal control and within sight at all times 

5. Do not bring more than three (3) dogs per adult to the park 

6. Respect wildlife and vegetation 

7. Do not bring dogs in heat, sick dogs and aggressive dogs to the park 

8. Fill in any holes your dog has created 

9. Hours: Sunrise to Sunset 

In general respondents agreed with the proposed rules with the exception of: 

 The hours which were requested by several people to be extended or even have the 

park open at any time, 

 The rule about filling holes that the dogs create, and 

 The limit of 3 dogs per adult, with some people wanted less dogs per adult and some 

wanting no limit. 

There were also suggestions for additional rules such as: 

 Park is not maintained in winter, use at your own risk 

 No smoking or littering  

 All dogs must have their vaccinations up to date to before entering  

 Dogs need to be licensed  

 Protect wildlife, not just respect 

 

These will be considered in the final determination of the park rules. 

In reviewing other dog parks, it was found that some municipalities have volunteer groups to 

assist with such things as park improvements and spring clean-ups.  Question 11 in the 

survey asked respondents if they would be interested in participating in such a group.  A 

strong response was received for this question with 29 people saying yes and another 70 

people saying maybe. 

 

2.3 April 10, 2019 Letter Response 

 

https://www.oshawa.ca/residents/preserving-nature.asp
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On April 10, 2019, prior to the PIC, staff received a letter from an experienced wildlife 

biologist and environmental consultant.  In the letter a number of concerns were raised. The 

concerns and responses from Township staff are included as Attachment 3. 

 

The concerns have been included in the proposed design.  Further the author of the letter 

attended the PIC and discussed the proposed design with staff and appeared to be satisfied 

with the design. 

 

2.4 Meeting with Port Perry Snowmobile Club 

 

On March 26, 2019 staff met with the president of the Port Perry Snowmobile Club to discuss 

the proposed location of the dog park and any potential conflicts with the main snowmobile 

trail that crosses Old Simcoe Road, then goes southwest across Cawkers Creek to the 

Nonquon Sewage Treatment Plant fence and then north along the fence to the soccer fields 

(see Figure 1).   

 

The president indicated that there are already a number of people that use this trail to walk 

dogs and that he didn’t feel there would be any issues with sharing the trails.  It was 

suggested that signs be added to inform both trail users of the other’s presence and it was 

not recommended to fence the entire 6 ha area as this would pose an issue for 

snowmobilers. 

 

2.5 Other Feedback 

 

In addition to the surveys, four emails were received regarding the off-leash dog park.  Two 

of the emails opposed the construction, one of the residents wanted the funds to be spent on 

roads instead and the second resident expressed concerns about the cost, safety of the 

animals and potential law suits. A third email asked for more details and after hearing the 

details said that they had no objection to what is being considered.  The fourth email was in 

support of building the dog park. 

 

3. Proposed Off-Leash Dog Park Design: 

Figure 1 shows the proposed area to be used for the Port Perry Off-Leash Dog Park.  Based 

on the results of the feedback from the surveys, public meeting, letters and emails the 

proposed design for the off-leash dog park will include: 
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Figure 1: Port Perry Off-Leash Dog Park Location 

 



COMS-2019-019 Dog Park and Parking Lot Improvements Update     Community Services 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Page 8 of 9 

 A fully fenced dog park, approximately 1 ha in size (same size as the Uxbridge Off-

Leash Dog Park) 

 Double entry gates at southwest and northeast corners 

 Grass walkways 

 Clearing a larger area for dogs to run 

 Garbage bin at entrance 

 Improvements to the parking lot including ditching, placement of granular ‘A’ and 

grading 

 Signage with rules and contact information  

 Possible separate area for small dogs (budget dependent) 

 Seating 

 Signage that leashes are required for walking trail outside of fenced area 

Based on this design, there is no longer any conflict between the snowmobilers and the dog 

park users.  Signage is no longer required. 

The next steps will be to: 

 Follow up with permitting agencies to determine what the environmental work that is 

required, if any 

 Proceed with the improvements to the driveway and parking lot 

 Prepare Request for Quotations for the fencing and signage for the park 

 Construct the park in the fall of 2019 

4. Financial Implications: 
 

It is expected that both the construction of the dog park and improvements to the Carolyn 

Best Ball Diamonds parking lot can be completed within the approved budget of $45,000.  

During the consultation there were many good suggestions for improvements to the design 

such as provision of a message board for communication between users and the provision of 

dog waste bags. Some of these suggestions may need to be implemented in the future 

through possible fundraising or sponsorship opportunities. 

 

5. Communication Considerations: 

Prior to preparing a design, external consultation was undertaken. Efforts were made to 

ensure that stakeholders were involved in the selection of the site, preparation of the design 

and rules for the park. 

As noted in Section 2.2, 99 people indicated that they would or might be interested in 

participating in a volunteer association to help with the maintenance and improvements to the 
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dog park.  Staff will initiate a start-up meeting to assist in organizing a volunteer group to 

ensure that the park is maintained and that staff resources required to manage the park will 

be kept to a minimum. 

 

5. Conclusion: 

It is recommended that this report be received for information. 

 Original Signed by: Signed and Reviewed By: 

Carol Coleman, P.Eng. Paul Allore, MCIP, RPP 

Director of Public Works, Parks and Recreation  Chief Administrative Officer 

Attachments: 

 

ATT-1: April 16, 2019 PIC Presentation Slides 

ATT-2: Port Perry Off-Leash Dog Park Survey Results 

ATT-3: Response to Letter about Environmental Concerns 


